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A MESSAGE FROM 
CANBERRA POTTERS

The Canberra Potters Teachers' Auction is an online silent

auction featuring the contemporary ceramics of some of

Canberra Potters’ incredible teaching staff. 

 

This initiative was devised as a response to the pandemic.

Canberra Potters is committed to supporting its artists, staff and

members, and although we’ve had to close our doors, we

wanted to keep you involved in the best way we know how –

with pottery! 

 

This is a unique opportunity to purchase work from our teachers

and to support them directly during this challenging time. Each

piece available has a reserve price which is significantly lower

than the recommended retail price of the work. Proceeds will go

to the individual teachers, so you can be assured that your

money is going to a worthy cause. 

 

From all of us here at Canberra Potters, we want to thank you for

your ongoing support. We look forward to your participation in

the auction, so bid, and bid generously!

 

Katrina Leske

Gallery and Visitor Services Manager

Auction Participants:

Georgie Bryant | Joey Burns | Alex de Vos | Paul Dumetz |

Chris Harford | Maryke Henderson | Erin Kocaj | 

Katrina Leske | Jo Townsend | Fran Romano | Tony Steel

 



AUCTION RULES
Bidding for the auction commences at 9am

Friday 1st May 2020 and closes at 8pm

Thursday 7th May 2020.

 

The auction will be run as a silent auction on

the Canberra Potters Facebook page

(www.facebook.com/canberrapotters). Once

bidding opens, find the photo album

"Canberra Potters Teachers' Auction" to bid. 

A bid for an item can be made in writing by

commenting on the photo of the auction

item in the album.

 

There will be reminder posts on the Canberra

Potters Facebook page and via email/other

social media. However, a bidder will need to

regularly check the auction photo album to

ensure that they remain the highest bidder

for that item. The minimum bid (reserve

price) and bid increment (AUD$1.00) must

also be observed.

 

1. Bidding will be open from 9am Friday 1st

May 2020 until the close at 8pm Thursday

7th May 2020.

 

2. Bidding is open to Australian 

residents only. 

 

3. To make a bid for an auction item, type the

amount you wish to bid in the comment

section of the item picture. The minimum

(reserve) bid on each item will be listed. Each

subsequent bid must follow the minimum

increment of $1.00. Any bids not adhering to

this format will be declared invalid and void. 

 

4. Bids exclude postage costs. Postage can

be arranged by Canberra Potters Australia-

wide, but the bidder is responsible for

postage costs (estimated to be $10-$15 for

one item, however this is subject to change)

 

 

 

 

5. Once the auction is declared closed, the

last bid entered on the comment section

that adheres to the designated increment

shall constitute the winning bid and will so

be marked. In the event of a dispute,

Canberra Potters will act as the final

authority.

a. If a bid is deemed invalid, the next

valid bid will be accepted.

 

6. Once the auction has closed, the

winning bidder will be contacted to arrange

payment and shipping/collection.

 

7. Payment for items purchased must be

made in full within 48 hours of notification

of the winning bid. Invoices will be available

upon request.

 

8. Payments can be made via bank transfer,

phone or upon collection of the item. 

 

9. Any item left unpaid for will be offered to

the next highest bidder.

 

10. Canberra Potters reserves the right to

add or withdraw items, without notice, to or

from the Online Silent Auction.

 

11. Auction item purchases are final. No

returns or exchanges will be issued. 

 

12. Canberra Potters provides no

guarantees, warranties or servicing of

auction items and is not liable for any

personal injury or damage to property that

may result from the use of the item sold.



GEORGIE BRYANT
Georgie Bryant has been teaching at Canberra Potters since

2014 and has a Masters of Teaching and a passion for

sharing her skills and knowledge with others. She enjoys

teaching introductory classes, which she loves for the fun,

discovery and enjoyment that comes with introducing

students to working with clay. She teaches regular wheel-

throwing classes at Canberra Potters, where she works to

develop her students' technique and help them reach their

goals.

 

In her own work as Linburn Handmade, she combines beauty

and function in her wheel thrown tableware. Linburn

Handmade is used by numerous restaurants and cafes in

Canberra and Sydney as well as by individuals for home use.

Georgie is ever keen to experiment with new techniques and

to keep learning!

 



SPECKLED VASE
 

Wheel-thrown, glazed stoneware.
23cm H x 12cm W

 

Reserve $110.00
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TEA FOR ONE
 
Wheel-thrown, glazed stoneware.
Teapot: 9cm H x 12.5cm W x 11cm D
Cup: 6cm H x 7cm W
 
 
Reserve $115.00
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JOEY BURNS
Joey Burns is a potter based near Gundaroo, New South

Wales. He first trained in a production factory making pottery

before deciding to study. He received his Diploma Of

Ceramics from Northern Beaches TAFE Sydney. Joey has also

worked as a ceramics technical assistant at the Ernabella Art

Centre in outback South Australia. He now works from his

home studio making functional pottery, and is an assistant

teacher for some of Canberra Potters' children's classes. 

 

The works Joey makes are simple reflections of his

surroundings, whether it be influences taken from the people

and cityscapes of the cities he has lived in, places he's

visited, or landscapes from the rural area he grew up and

now lives in.  He tries to incorporate a sense of character

and personality into his pieces, which he gathers from

interactions with people, animals and architecture.

 

The malleable nature of clay allows Joey to spontaneously

create abstracted gestures of these visual, tactile and aural

influences. He fires his work in wood burning kilns in order

to achieve a non-contrived reference to the colours and

surface textures from the original inspiration behind the

forms.



BOTTLE 
(Front & Back)
 
Woodfired wheel-thrown and altered
stoneware.
21cm H x 6cm (top) to 8cm (base) W
 

Reserve $160.00
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TWO MUGS
(Front & Back)

 
Woodfired wheel-thrown stoneware.

Each (approx.) 9cm H x 11cm W 8.5cm D
 

Reserve $80.00

J
O

E
Y

 B
U

R
N

S



ALEX DE VOS
Alex de Vos is a long-time member and teacher at Canberra

Potters. After completing an Associate Diploma in Visual

Arts in Ceramics at the Canberra School of Art in 1987, he

started as a children’s teacher with the Canberra Potters

Society in 1988. He has held various positions within the

society since then.

 

Alex has a strong interest in medieval history, which is

reflected in the forms and decorative techniques that he

employs in his work. He uses sgraffito to decorate forms

based on Byzantine pottery, although he uses 'non-

traditional' stoneware clays for their strength, a result of

working in Canada for a year. The other main technique

that he uses is salt-firing where a glaze is formed by adding

salt to a kiln at high (stoneware) temperatures. His liking for

fantasy creatures is also reflected in the dragons and

gargoyles that frequently form decorative or design

elements of his work.

 



CUP
(Three views)

 
Wheel-thrown and sgraffito-

decorated stoneware.
10cm H x 8cm W

 
Reserve $25.00
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PLATE
 
Wheel-thrown and sgraffito-
decorated stoneware.
21.5cm Diameter
 
Reserve $60.00
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PAUL DUMETZ
Paul Dumetz started working as technical assistant at

Canberra Potters in 2006, and began assisting in pottery

classes at Canberra Potters in 2009. He studied at the ANU

School of Art from 2001-2006, completing a Bachelor of

Arts and Graduate Diploma of Arts in ceramics.

 

Paul makes both sculptural and functional work, enjoying the

variation that each stream of practice can give him. His

sculptural work reflects a keen interest and fascination with

animals and their significance in their ecosystems. His aim is

to capture the beauty, character, strength, purity, and

emotion of these creatures.

 

Under guidance and mentoring from accomplished teacher

and ceramicist Maryke Henderson, Paul also makes wheel-

thrown work, with view of creating functional wares which

can also be appreciated in an artistic sense. He draws

inspiration from wood ash glazes, salt and soda fired work,

but recreates them in electric kilns.

 

 



3-PIECE DINNER SET
 
Wheel-thrown, glazed stoneware.
Cup: 10cm H x 7.5cm W
Bowl: 5.5cm H x 19cm W
Plate: 25cm Diameter
 
Reserve $70.00
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SEAL

 
Handbuilt, glazed stoneware.

5.5cm H x 9cm W x 13cm D
 

Reserve $25.00
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CHRIS HARFORD
Chris Harford is a full time ceramic artist and has been a

professional potter for over 30 years. He has worked at

Canberra Potters for just as long, as the Workshop Manager

and resident potter for much of that time, and as a highly

respected teacher.

 

Working with stoneware and porcelain clays, Chris is largely

known for his beautiful and refined tableware and teapots.

Tableware has been the main focus of his career since the

outset. Currently, he designs and makes contemporary

tableware for a number of prestigious Canberra restaurants,

dinner sets for private clients and pieces for exhibition.

 

Chris uses a range of techniques to explore his design ideas

with the majority of the work hand-thrown on the potters’

wheel. The ware is high-fired to 1300c in either gas or

electric kilns. Traditional glazes such as Tenmoku, Chun and

Celadon are often a feature of his work, however he

continues to add to his palette through continual

exploration. 

 

Functionality is a primary focus: Chris likes things to work!

Bowls to be balanced, lids to fit, spouts to pour as they

should, handles and knobs to be grab-able. These are

features he strives for to give the user confidence that the

pot will perform its role.



CELADON TEAPOT

 
Celadon-glazed wheel-thrown stoneware.

16cm H x 20cm W x 13cm D
 

Reserve $225.00
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PASTA BOWL
 
Chun and tenmoku-glazed wheel-
thrown stoneware.
25.5cm Diameter x 4.5cm D
 
Reserve $55.00
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MARYKE HENDERSON
Maryke Henderson loves to teach and share the knowledge

that she has gained over the 38 years of exploring clay with

her students. Before moving to Canberra in 2002 to complete

a Bachelor of Arts (Visual) degree with Honours, Maryke

taught ceramics at the New England Institute of TAFE

(Tamworth Campus) during which time she attended many

workshops, conferences and courses around the state to

improve her skills and knowledge.

 

Maryke joined the teaching team at Canberra Potters in 2003,

during which time she has worked with both children and

adults in term classes and teaching short courses.

 

Maryke likes to prepare tasty meals for friends and family. The

pots that she uses to present the food on are very important

to her as they enhance the pleasure of sitting around the

table sharing both food and conversation.

 

Form and function are an intrinsic part in the design: the form

allowing for the interaction of the soda vapour glaze firing

technique with the clay surface, the function of the pot being

well balanced and a pleasure to use.

 

Soda firing gives Maryke the ability to create a finish of

layering and aging. To obtain these surfaces she starts by

making her own clay so that she can get the silica/alumina

ratio correct enabling the soda vapours to react to the

surface producing the glazed or flashed surfaces.



BOWL WITH LUGS

 
Soda-glazed, wheel-thrown and altered
stoneware.
11cm H x 21cm W x 19cm D
 
Reserve $110.00
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BOWL 

 
Soda-glazed, wheel-thrown and altered

stoneware.
12.5cm H x 21cm W

 
Reserve $130.00
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ERIN KOCAJ
Erin Kocaj first started a relationship at Canberra Potters in

her school years, taking classes during college with the aim

of getting into art school. After graduating with Honours in

ceramics from the ANU School of Art in 2011, she joined

the Canberra Potters teaching staff in 2016. During this

time, she also initiated 'Claybodies'- a group of local

ceramic artists who support, showcase and celebrate

ceramics in the community through discussion groups,

exhibitions and workshops.

 

As an artist she likes to make highly patterned objects, both

functional and non-functional. Her works are recognisable

by the linear pattern and references to nature that she

employs. The quality of the linear pattern can be organic or

constructed; often she places the two alongside each other

in contrast. Her objects often flaunt an optical display of

balance and tension.



GREEN HILL VASE 
(Front & Back)

 
Handbuilt stonware with light floral

transfer and celadon green glaze.
24cm H x 9.5cm (top) to 13.5cm (base)

W
 

Reserve $150.00
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KATRINA LESKE
Katrina Leske has been part of the Canberra Potters team

since 2017. Throughout her studies and since graduating

from the ANU School of Art and Design with Honours in

2018, she has been an active member of the regional

ceramic community. Currently working as a teacher and the

Gallery Manager at Canberra Potters, she is thrilled to be

able to introduce more people to the wonderful world of

clay through both of these roles.

 

Katrina is passionate about wheel-throwing, and explores

bodily process and movement in both her functional and

sculptural works. She is drawn to the self-contained beauty

and simplicity of the circular forms and is interested in how

physical processes can affect an understanding of the

handmade ceramic vessel. The desire to engage in a lived,

bodily experience is her primary concern: ceramics is an

innately tactile medium, and it is this materiality which draws

her to working with clay. 

 

Katrina finds great satisfaction in her two streams of practice

– high-fired stoneware and saggar-fired sculptural pieces,

and loves the versatility that clay offers.



DESERT STUDY
(Three views)

 
Saggar-fired, wheel-thrown and

handbuilt stoneware (non-functional).
12cm H x 14.5cm W

 
Reserve $180.00
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DUCK EGG BOWL

 
Glazed wheel thrown stoneware.
9.5cm H x 15.5cm W
 
Reserve $60.00
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JO TOWNSEND
Jo Townsend is the Education Program Manager for

Canberra Potters. She brings a wealth of experience as a

high school teacher and practicing ceramic artist to this

role. She loves teaching the occasional course but her

main role is in supporting the excellent teachers at

Canberra Potters and growing the range and quality of

the courses on offer.

 

Jo enjoys the endless variety that clay as a medium

provides. Her functional work is inspired by the colours

and textures of nature and is designed to fit the hands

and feel lovely as well as to be strong and practical (e.g.

dishwasher safe).

 

Jo is also exploring the possibilities that clay offers for

colour pattern and translucence in her Nerikomi or

coloured porcelain pieces, such as through crude dishes,

vases and jewellery. 

 

 



FOUR SPECKLED DINNER PLATES

 
Glazed wheelthrown stoneware.
Each 25.5cm Diameter
 
Reserve $150.00
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NERIKOMI DISH

 
Handbuilt coloured porcelain.

3.5cm H x 16cm W
 

Reserve $45.00
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FRAN ROMANO
With a background in community-work around Canberra,

Fran Romano has always had a passion for clay. Since

indulging that passion more fully and enrolling at ANU School

of Art nine years ago, Fran has made clay central to her life.

 

As a trained social worker, she brings a unique perspective to

her teaching and a student-centered approach. She feels that

the process is just as important as the outcome and aims to

make her classes inclusive and friendly. Currently teaching

children’s classes at the Canberra Potters, she looks forward

to taking her own adults class in the future.

 

Inspired by the architecture and archaeology of Europe,

Fran's forms and installations reference the built and natural

environments. They reflect her interest in exploring notions

of decay as a metaphor and marker of time, and are inspired

by themes of loss, longing, nostalgia and their intersection

with concepts of ritual and remembrance. The use of

layering, surface texture and imagery reference the passage

of time, building narrative into each piece.   

 

Since graduating from ANU, Fran has developed her art

practice alongside a production range, FRATTEMPO.

Translated as “meanwhile,” FRATTEMPO references Fran's

Italian heritage and captures the essence of her slow making

practice. Her work creates a quiet, contemplative space for

the viewer. This moment of reflection creates a marker in the

infinite expanse of moments past and yet to come. It is a

meditation on the duality of life; the tangible and intangible.



CONTAINMENT II 

 
Handbuilt and wheelthrown stoneware
with glaze(7 wheelthrown vessels, large

handbuilt form)
11cm H x 19.5cm W x 16.5cm D

 
Reserve $250.00
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CONTAINMENT I
(Front & Back)
 
Handbuilt stoneware with glaze, oxides, slip and
photographic decals. Wheelthrown vessel
inside (unattached)
11cm H x 11.5cm W x 9cm D
 
Reserve $160.00
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TONY STEEL
Tony Steel has worked with clay since he was a child,

loving the tactility and earthiness of the material. He

graduated from the Australian National University with a

Bachelor of Arts (Sculpture), Canberra School of Arts in

1995. His involvement with the Canberra Potters dates

back to 2014 when he taught a special needs group of

students from Belconnen Community Services. During

these classes he championed the positive effect working

with clay can have on those with disabilities. Tony has

since been regularly engaged to teach during our popular

school holiday program.

 

Since graduating from the ANU, Tony has had numerous

exhibitions and commissions. In the public domain he has

collaborated on large ceramic sculptural and mosaic works

with school children and community. Tony enjoys people

and is passionate about the role of art to help enhance

community and improve people’s lives.

 



FLORA

 
Glazed handbuilt stoneware.
62cm H x 14.5cm W x 18cm D
 
Reserve $340.00
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